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Legal Leaders proudly presents the second annual edition of Women Leaders in the Law.
The elite attorneys featured in this section have been peer-rated by Martindale-Hubbell®, indicating that
they exhibit the highest level of professional excellence.
As the number of women in the profession increases, so does the commitment for a diverse culture
supportive of females in the legal industry. The attorneys featured here have demonstrated leadership in
their fields as well as their communities.
Should you need legal assistance, the attorneys found on these pages may provide the services you seek.
We welcome and encourage your feedback. Please contact LegalLeaders@alm.com with your comments
or suggestions.
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Stacy D. Phillips PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY MATTERS

S

tacy D. Phillips is a Certified Family Law Specialist, founder and Managing Principal of Phillips Lerner,
a full-service family law firm in Los Angeles. Proud of her history of achieving notable results for her
clients, Stacy knows that divorce and family matters change life’s course.
“Over the 30-plus years of my legal career, I have gained insight into how justifiably powerless, frustrated and out of control many people become when going through the divorce experience,” Stacy says. “I am constantly reminded that how we treat others, conduct ourselves, and
communicate during difficult times can alter the path of our lives and the lives of others.”
Phillips Lerner’s clients are predominantly high net worth individuals, many of whom are business
owners, corporate executives and entrepreneurs. To successfully guide these clients through such
emotionally charged matters, Stacy provides assertive representation and an uncompromising work
ethic, fostering relationships based on trust and personalized attention.
“I chose the complex area of family law because it provided me the opportunity to do the work I
loved, with each case having a distinct heartbeat. My wish as a family law attorney is to make a positive
difference by helping my clients get through an incredibly difficult time and also help them reshape
their lives,” she reflects.
Stacy is especially mindful of advising clients to settle disputes reasonably, keeping children out of
any legal, emotional or psychological wars. She truly believes that “no one is more vulnerable to
becoming a casualty than the child who innocently gets pulled into a war.”
Stacy and her colleagues at Phillips Lerner have advanced the firm’s ethos beyond the courtroom
through many charitable endeavors. Each year since 1999, the firm’s Adopt-A-Center Program selects
Stacy D. Phillips
a local non-profit organization that benefits women, families and children. The firm plans, underwrites
and hosts an event specially tailored to the selected non-profit, in addition to raising funds and volunteering their time with the organization.
“What sets us apart is that we’re a firm with heart. We care deeply about our clients, our colleagues, the court system, and the community,” Stacy says.
“That compassion has truly made all the difference.”
Stacy D. Phillips is the author of “Divorce: It’s All About Control. How to Win the Emotional, Psychological and Legal Wars,” now in its 7th printing.
2029 Century Park East, Suite 1200, Los Angeles, CA 90067 | 310.277.7117 | PhillipsLerner.com I ControlYourDivorce.com

September 15, 2015

FORTUNE 500 and FORTUNE 1000 are registered trademarks of the FORTUNE magazine division of Time Inc.

WOMEN LEADERS IN THE LAW

FORTUNE 500 and FORTUNE 1000 are registered trademarks of the FORTUNE magazine division of Time Inc.

LEGAL MARKETPLACE

September 15, 2015

PAGE PROOF -WOMEN LEADERS IN THE
FOR
APPROVAL ONLY

LEGAL MARKETPLACE

ATD MEDIATION & ARBITRATION, P.A.
Cindy Niad Hannah, Esq. is President and CEO of ATD Mediation & Arbitration, P.A.
She has mediated & arbitrated over 7,500 disputes since becoming a neutral in 1993. Her
Alternative Dispute Resolution practice largely consists of complex commercial, class action,
employment discrimination/FLSA, ADA, consumer fraud, wrongful death/personal injury
and premises liability claims. She also concentrates on admiralty/Jones
Act, banking/collections, insurance coverage, construction delay/
defect, property damage, medical malpractice, healthcare and
nursing home disputes.
Cindy is a Florida Certified Circuit Civil & Appellate
Mediator, a Panel Mediator and Arbitrator on the AAA/
ICDR Rosters, and is a Mediator on the U.S. District Court,
Southern District of Florida’s Panel. Cindy has traveled
nationally and internationally to resolve disputes.
Cindy was honored to be voted by the Daily Business
Review as one of the top three South Florida Mediators
since the award’s inception in 2012, 2013 and 2014. She
is also a member of JAFCO’s Board of Trustees, has twice
been selected by the Boy’s and Girl’s Club as one of the
100 outstanding Women of Broward County, previously
served as a member of St. Thomas Law School’s Inns of
Court and on the Executive Council of The Legal Aid
Service of Broward, Inc.
Scheduling & Communications Center
10125 Emerson Street
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33076
Ph: 305.926.8801 | 954.599.0401
Fx: 954.693.0673
www.agree2disagree.com

LAW

ANGELA M. DOWDLE
FAMILY LAW

An accomplished family law
attorney, Angela M. Dowdle has
handled divorce, custody and
other family law cases for over
two decades. She is a formidable
advocate for her clients, while
keeping the best interest of the
children in focus.
Ms. Dowdle received her law
degree from the University of Texas, and is also a
Certified Public Accountant. In addition, Ms. Dowdle
is a skilled Mediator, using her business expertise and
legal experience to assist parties in settling all types
of litigation.
Ms. Dowdle served as Assistant District Attorney,
Magistrate for the 33rd/424th Judicial District Drug
Court, President of the Highland Lakes Bar Association, as well as a speaker/panelist for the Highland
Lakes CASA program. In addition to a private family
law and mediation practice, Ms. Dowdle continues
to take court appointments to represent children in
foster care and is a past scholarship recipient of the
Texas Supreme Court Children’s Commission.
ANGELA M. DOWDLE, PC
Attorney at Law
211 E. Jackson St.
Burnet, TX 78611
Ph: 512.756.9010
www.angeladowdle.net

BARBARA M. PIZZOLATO
ESTATE PLANNING
For

nearly

three

decades,

Barbara M. Pizzolato has put
her clients first. She has assisted
thousands of families and business
owners with their estate planning,
trust administration, probate, and
business planning needs. As their
“lawyer for life,” she establishes
long-lasting, personal relationships
with her clients.
Receiving her Juris Doctorate from New York Law
School (1987), she now practices in Florida (2002), New
Jersey (1987), and New York (1988). Leaving a primarily
litigation practice in Manhattan in 1993, she started
her own practice in 1994. In 2002, she relocated her
family and the main office, Barbara M. Pizzolato, P.A.,
to Southwest Florida, focusing on estate planning and
business planning.
Ms. Pizzolato is a member of WealthCounsel®,
American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys,
American Bar Association, New York State Bar
Association, Lee County Bar Association, Florida
Association of Women Lawyers, Lee County Estate
Planning Council, and Rotary South of Fort Myers.
BARBARA M. PIZZOLATO, P.A.
Attorney at Law
12751 New Brittany Blvd., Suite 402
Fort Myers, FL 33907
Ph: 239.225.7911 | Fx: 239.225.7366
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Danica Little

D

anica Little is an accomplished attorney, CPA, and owner of Danica Little Law, PLLC in
Charlotte, NC.
Guiding clients through their legal matters and being their trusted advisor for life
is Little’s passion. “Client loyalty is driven by providing clients with top notch legal
representation - it is important to always be your best and on top of your practice,”
said Little. She is a NC Board Certified Specialist in Estate Planning and Probate Law
(a distinction held by less than 1% of NC attorneys) and is rated AV Preeminent®
(Martindale-Hubbell’s highest rating).
As a highly respected Trusts and Estates Lawyer, Danica advises clients regarding estate planning, special needs planning, estate administration, estate disputes, tax planning, trust administration, and business matters. Danica works with business owners, athletes, authors, lawyers,
physicians, CPA’s, executives, high net worth individuals, and families with special needs. She is
licensed to practice law in NC and SC. Danica has published numerous articles on estate planning, estate administration, estate, gift and income tax planning, and asset protection.
Little served as President of the Charlotte Women’s Bar and Chair of the Tax Section of the
Mecklenburg County Bar. Little earned a Masters of Accountancy degree and a Juris Doctorate,
Magna Cum Laude. She is a Certified Public Accountant (C.P.A.), Certified Management Accountant
(C.M.A.) and Certified Financial Manager (C.F.M.). Danica
was named “40 Under 40” by Charlotte Business Journal,
“Women Extraordinaire” by Business Leader Magazine,
and “Rising Star” by Thompson Reuters Super Lawyers.
6000 Fairview Road, Suite 1200, Charlotte, NC 28210
PH: 704.343.5633 | FX: 704.343.5092
www.danicalittlelaw.com | danica@danicalittlelaw.com
PAGE
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Chaya Kundra – Kundra & Associates, P.C.
Luigi Ciuffetelli

A

n accomplished tax attorney, Ms. Kundra brings to the table powerful and assertive representation to solve federal,
international and state tax issues and to prevent future tax controversies. In 1999, she founded the tax law firm
Kundra & Associates, P.C. Through the span of Ms. Kundra’s legal career, she has consistently focused on tax litigation and tax controversy matters affecting U.S. businesses and individuals within and outside U.S. borders. Ms.
Kundra has successfully litigated and settled numerous civil and criminal tax cases, resolved a number of tax audits,
controversy matters and structured various business entities.
Before starting Kundra & Associates, Ms. Kundra worked at the Office of Financial Enforcement, U.S.
Department of Treasury, where she focused on money laundering issues and violations of the Bank Secrecy Act. Among
Ms. Kundra’s professional honors are being included in Washington D.C. and Baltimore’s Women Leaders in the Law for
2012 and 2015, receiving the Best Lawyers Award for 2013, 2014 and 2015 as well as 2016 Edition of Best Lawyers in
America in the area of Tax Law. She has been selected as a Woman of Outstanding Leadership for 2015 by the International
Women’s Leadership Association. From 2013 - 2015, Ms. Kundra was recognized in Fortune’s Women Leaders in the Law
and received recognition from the National Association of Professional and Executive Women as “Woman of the Year” in
Tax and Law for 2007, 2008 and 2015. In 2014, U.S. News & World Report included Kundra & Associates in Best Law Firms.
Ms. Kundra was also awarded the National Association of Entrepreneurship’s 2011 First Generation Entrepreneur of the
Year, the Circle of Excellence in 2011 and Super Lawyers in 2009. In addition, Ms. Kundra is also involved with organizations
such as Green Peace, the National Geographic Society, and the American Civil Liberties Union. She is a Fellow of the
American Bar Association and the Montgomery Bar Association.
Ms. Kundra is a former chair and current member of the Employment Tax Section, Civil and Criminal Penalties Section
for the American Bar Association. She is also a member of the Inns of the Court for the U.S. Tax Court and Co-Chair of
Day One of the Maryland Advanced Tax Institute. Some of her additional professional memberships include the US Tax
Court Inns of Court, the Civil and Criminal Penalties division of the American Bar Association, the National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association, the Indian American Bar Association, the Tax Section for the Maryland State Bar Association,
the Montgomery County Bar Association and the Maryland State Bar Tax Controversy Study Group. Finally, Ms. Kundra
also gives time to the Montgomery and Prince George’s County Tax Study Groups and is a member of the Women’s Bar
Association of Maryland.
110 North Washington Street, Suite 406, Rockville, MD 20850,
ph: 301.424.7585 | fax: 301.424.7047 | www.KundraTaxLaw.com
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LAW

BETSY A. FISCHER

Houghton Vandenack Williams
Attorneys at Law

FAMILY AND ELDER LAW
Betsy A. Fischer has 23 years
of experience in handling family
law matters. Betsy is not only a

Mary E. Vandenack is founding and managing
partner of Houghton Vandenack Williams. An
original founder of Parsonage Vandenack Williams
in 2005, Mary led a successful merger with her
former ﬁrm and Houghton Whitted Weaver in 2014.

seasoned lawyer, but also a pub-

Vandenack’s areas of expertise include tax law, high
net worth estate planning, asset protection planning,
business succession planning, and tax-exempt entities.
A noted legal speaker and writer, Mary is a commentator
for the tax publication, Leimberg Services.

Expect, demonstrating her depth

Mary is recognized nationally as a legal innovator
and technologist in addition to her success in her
substantive practice areas. Mary was the recipient
of the 2015 James I. Keane Memorial Award,
recognizing excellence in e-lawyering and was
recently nominated for the College of Law Practice
Management InnoVaction award, which recognizes
extraordinary innovative efforts.
Mary has been active in the national bar, serving the Law Practice Division as an Executive
Council Member and as Features Editor for the Law Practice Magazine. Mary is currently
serving on the American Bar Association Futures Commission as well as the Youth at Risk
Advisory Commission and is active in the Real Property, Trusts and Estates Section.

17007 MARCY STREET, SUITE 3 OMAHA, NE 68118
6457 FRANCES STREET, SUITE 100 OMAHA, NE 68106
402.344.4000 | www.hvwlawyers.com

lished author of the book entitled
Divorce in Louisiana: The Legal
Process, Your Rights, and What to

of knowledge in this complex field. Betsy is a skilled
negotiator and litigator, who represents individuals in
all facets of domestic relations.
She received her Juris Doctorate and Masters of
Business Administration from Loyola University.
Betsy is a member of the Children’s Law Committee
of the Louisiana State Bar and is certified to represent
children in Child in Need of Care cases. She is a certified family and juvenile mediator.
Betsy strives to assist her clients going through
divorces by providing support and clear direction in
the sometimes complex journey through divorce. She
finds both personal and professional satisfaction by
encouraging, educating and empowering her clients.
BETSY A. FISCHER, LLC
3636 South I-10 Service Road, Suite 216
Metairie, LA 70001
Ph: 504.780.8232
www.louisianafamilyandelderlaw.com
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EVA BRINDISI PEARLMAN
PERSONAL INJURY

Eva Brindisi Pearlman, practices
in the field of civil litigation,

is honored that three of its partners,
Wendi S. Lazar, Kathleen Peratis, and
Tammy Marzigliano, have been recognized
as “Women Leaders in the Law.”
Outten & Golden focuses on representing individuals in employment,
partnership, and related workplace matters. The firm counsels individuals on employment and severance agreements, handles complex
compensation and benefits issues (e.g., bonuses, commissions, and
stock and option agreements), and advises professionals (e.g., accountants, doctors, and lawyers) with contractual and strategic issues. It also
represents employees with discrimination and retaliation claims based
on sex, race, disability, national origin, religion, age, sexual orientation,
and gender identity and expression, as well as retaliation, whistleblower,
and contract claims. The firm’s many class and collective actions include
claims based on gender- and race-based discrimination and violations
of wage-and-hour laws or the WARN Act.
Outten & Golden has nine practice groups:
Executives & Professionals, Financial Services, Sexual Harassment
& Sex Discrimination, Family Responsibilities & Disabilities
Discrimination, Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender & Queer
Workplace Rights, Discrimination & Retaliation, Whistleblower
Retaliation, Class & Collective Actions, and WARN Act.

outtengolden.com
New York Chicago San Francisco
From top to bottom: Wendi Lazar, Kathleen Peratis, Tammy Marzigliano
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with an emphasis on personal
injury

law.

She

has

handled

thousands of civil cases and has
secured millions of dollars in
settlements for her clients, many
of which have been won through
participating in alternative dispute resolution (ADR),
such as mediations and arbitrations.
She was born in Utica, New York. She graduated
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting
from LeMoyne College, Syracuse, New York and with
a Juris Doctor Degree from University of Richmond
Law School, Richmond, Virginia. After law school,
she continued her education and graduated with a
Masters of Law in Taxation (LLM) from University of
Baltimore, Maryland, Graduate Tax Program.
She was selected to the New York State Super
Lawyers in 2011, after being nominated and evaluated
by her peers as having attained a high-degree of peer
recognition and professional achievement.
BRINDISI, MURAD, BRINDISI & PEARLMAN, LLP
2713 Genesee Street
Utica, NY 13501
Ph: 315.733.2396
1.800.8LTB.LAW
epearlman@bmbplawyers.com | www.bmbplawyers.com
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MICHELLE F. RIDER, CPA, ESQ.

COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS
Michelle F. Rider, CPA, Esq. is a
partner in the mid-Hudson Valley law
firm of Catania, Mahon, Milligram &
Rider, PLLC, with offices in Newburgh
and Fishkill, New York.

CMMR is

a mid-sized firm with 23 attorneys
handling a variety of practice areas
(www.cmmrlegal.com; 845-565-1100).
Ms. Rider heads the firm’s transactional practice group and concentrates her practice
in the areas of corporate law, commercial and financial transactions and business succession planning.
Michelle has substantial experience negotiating business mergers, sales and breakups.
As a result of her previous public accounting and
in-house experiences, she brings a financial and
business perspective to her legal representation to
provide a comprehensive advisory approach to her
client’s transactions and issues.
Michelle is deeply committed to her community,
serving as the current Chairwoman of the Board of
Trustees of St. Luke’s Cornwall Hospital and having
served on multiple other local and regional boards.
CATANIA, MAHON, MILLIGRAM & RIDER, PLLC
1 Corwin Court
Newburgh, NY 12550
Ph: 845.565.1100 x337
Fx: 845.565.1999
walshkm@cmmrlegal.com
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Rutkin, Oldham & Griﬃn, L.L.C
Sarah “Sally” Stark Oldham has more than 35
years’ experience working with families in Connecticut.
Since 1988 she has focused on matrimonial law. Her
partnership with Arnold Rutkin, which began in 1994,
draws upon this extensive career, helping clients
address the ﬁnancial consequences of divorce while
recognizing the psychological impact of the process
on those involved. Her deep understanding of family
issues goes far beyond her legal training. For a decade
before she entered the practice of law, she was a school
psychologist in various Connecticut public schools, as
well as in private practice in Westport. At Rutkin, Oldham & Grifﬁn, L.L.C, Ms.
Oldham handles dissolutions of marriage involving complex ﬁnancial, custody
and visitation issues. She has lectured on topics as diverse as valuing stock
options and complex executive compensation packages in divorce, the impact of
addiction in custody battles, and the validity of prenuptial agreements in a world
where most couples cohabit before marriage. She is also experienced in postjudgment matters, especially relocation cases. She is a recent past-president
of the Connecticut Chapter of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers,
an organization dedicated to promoting professionalism and excellence in the
practice of family law.
5 Imperial Avenue, P.O. Box 295, Westport, CT 06880
Ph: 203-227-7301 | Fax: 203-222-9295
www.rutkinoldham.com
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TAYLOR H. HALEY

CIVIL LITIGATION, LAND USE AND ZONING
With

a

state

wide

practice

centered on the Georgia coast,
Ms. Haley practices in the areas
of land use and zoning, housing
law, and civil litigation focusing on
contract and real estate disputes.
She also acts as an outsourced
general counsel, managing all legal
needs for businesses and families.
Ms. Haley serves on Georgia’s State Personnel
Board (appointed by Governor Nathan Deal), the U.S.
District Court, Southern District of Georgia’s Court
Advisory Committee, the University of Georgia School
of Law’s Alumni Council, and the State Bar of Georgia
Committee on Judicial Procedure. She has been
selected as a Super Lawyers/Georgia’s Top Lawyer
Rising Star from 2012 to 2015.
Ms. Haley is admitted to practice in all courts in the
State of Georgia, as well as the federal district courts
in the Northern, Middle, and Southern Districts of
Georgia, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and
the U.S. Supreme Court.
COMPASS LAW GROUP, LLC
300 Main Street, Suite 301
St. Simons Island, Georgia 31522
Ph: 912.268.4386
Fx: 800.250.7761
thaley@compasslawgroup.net
www.compasslawgroup.net
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Sheila Biehl –
Sheila Biehl, P.A.
Sheila Biehl is an accomplished trial lawyer who
is Board Certiﬁed by The Florida Bar as an expert
in Business Litigation. This distinctive honor and
certiﬁcation received in 2011, demonstrates her expert
knowledge in business litigation, her proven courtroom
skills, and the respect of her peers. Attorney Biehl also
holds Martindale-Hubbell’s highest AV Preeminent
rating, a signiﬁcant rating accomplishment.
Attorney Biehl, a former shareholder in a large Florida
law ﬁrm, established her own ﬁrm in March of 2000. She
has many years of experience in complex commercial and
business litigation, negotiations, mediation, arbitration,
and trials in federal and state courts.
In addition to her commitment to providing
excellent legal services, Attorney Biehl has given back
to her profession and community by having served in
numerous leadership roles, including past president of
the Martin County Bar Association, past chair for The
Florida Bar 19th Circuit Grievance Committee, and past
president of the Humane Society of the Treasure Coast.
Sheila Biehl is passionate about providing
appropriately aggressive legal representation that will
skillfully and strategically navigate the challenges of our
complex commercial and business world.
815 SE Osceola Street
Stuart, Florida 34994
Ph: 772.223.5353 | E-mail: sbiehl@sheilabiehl.com
www.sheilabiehl.com

LAW

DIANE BALTZELLE MCWHIRTER
PROBATE, BANKRUPTCY

Diane Baltzelle McWhirter, a
Florida native, has served Central
Florida through her probate and
bankruptcy law practice since
1983. She graduated from Duke
University and the University of
Florida, Law School.
Combining 32 years of litigation experience with 24 years
experience as a Florida Supreme Court certified Mediator, Attorney Diane McWhirter’s mediation training
includes skill development in facilitating agreements
using complex negotiations.
In 2015, Diane McWhirter received the “Nation’s
Top One Per Cent” award from the National Association of Distinguished Counsel. AVVO Lawyer Rating Guide assessed her legal abilities as “superb.”
Martindale-Hubbell Peer review Rating System,
classified her as “Distinguished” and “Highly Rated”
in both her legal abilities and ethical standards. In
2014, American Society of Legal Advocates named
her as a Top 100 Bankruptcy Attorney for Florida.
Diane McWhirter’s client awards include the “10 Best
2014 Client Satisfaction Award” from the American
Institute of Bankruptcy Attorneys.
DIANE BALTZELLE MCWHIRTER, ATTORNEY
1270 Orange Avenue, Suite C
Winter Park, FL 32789
Ph: 407.622.5222
staff@dianemcwhirter.com | www.dianemcwhirter.com
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MS. LORALEE HUNT, ESQ.

PERSONAL INJURY AND BUSINESS LITIGATION
Ms. Loralee Hunt, Esq. practices
law in Roswell, New Mexico.
She

focuses

individuals
Ms. Kelsey is a 2015 BV Peer Review Rated attorney, having
received recognition for her very high standards in legal ability
and ethics. Ms. Kelsey obtained her undergraduate degree at the
University of Maryland University College, where she graduated
magna cum laude in 1988. Thereafter, she obtained her J.D. at
Georgetown University Law Center in 1992 and was later admitted
to practice law in Maryland, District of Columbia, Federal and
Supreme Courts.
She is a member of the District of Columbia, Maryland State, Prince
George’s County and J. Franklyn Bourne Bar Associations, where
she is currently serving her 4th term as Treasurer and Scholarship
Committee Chair.
For more than 20 years, she has practiced general civil law,
including bankruptcy, collections, estate planning and administration,
guardianship, workers’ compensation and personal injury matters. She is also sole counsel to the Prince
George’s County Department of Social Services Child Abuse and Neglect Appeals Division.
Ms. Kelsey has presented to local and national attorneys through the DC, Women’s & National Bar
Associations and is scheduled as a faculty member in an upcoming webinar presented by the American
Bar Association on September 22.
Ms. Kelsey also holds a Real Estate Broker license and as an adjunct professor, she has taught real
estate transactions, ethics, legal research and writing and bankruptcy in addition to assisting with the
re-write of course modules following the major bankruptcy reform in 2005.
Ms. Kelsey is committed to upholding the standards of the legal profession and has participated as
a panel attorney for both the Maryland Judicial Nominating Committee (2007-2015) and as a Peer
Review Attorney for the Attorney Grievance Commission (2003-2015). Ms. Kelsey also regularly assists
the public by volunteering in court Alternative Dispute Resolution and local church pro bono events.
North Oak Professional Park
3034 Mitchellville Road, Bowie, MD 20716
Ph: 301.390.9060 | Fx: 301.390.9080 | www.kelseylaw.net
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owned

on

and

representing
small,

businesses.

She

family
has

accomplished significant work in
the area of contracts, wind leases,
land purchases/sales, corporate shareholder/member
disputes, as well as, personal injury litigation. She
is a noted trial lawyer. She is AV Preeminent Rated is
regarded as an “excellent ethical lawyer” with “great
client communication, legal writing, and litigation
skills” and a “gallant advocate for her clients.” Specific
to wind development, Ms. Hunt focuses her efforts
on representing land owners and providing practical
advice regarding land wind leases.

Her office is

located at Hunt Law, PC, 116 E. Country Club, Roswell,
New Mexico 88201 and she can be contacted at
(575) 623-1976 or by email loraleehunt@cableone.net.
HUNT LAW, PC
116 E. Country Club
Roswell, New Mexico 88201
Ph: 575.623.1976
Loraleehunt@cableone.net
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KIMBERLY A. HURTADO
CONSTRUCTION LAW

Kimberly A. Hurtado, CM-BIM,
is
of

the

Managing

Hurtado

Shareholder

Zimmerman

SC,

Counselors at Law, and an Adjunct
Professor at the Frank Lloyd Wright
School of Architecture. Her practice
is focused in the areas of domestic
and

international

construction,

real property development, and
financing of public infrastructure and public-private
partnership (P3) projects. Ms. Hurtado has served on
the Governing Committee of the ABA Construction
Forum, is a Fellow and served on the Board of
Governors of the American College of Construction
Lawyers, and is a member of the US Army Corps of
Engineers Industry BIM Advisory Committee. She is
named in the International Who’s Who of Construction
Lawyers, Litigation Counsel of America and MartindaleHubbell’s Bar Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers.
She provides best practices advice on lifecycle Building
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sustainability/LEED® analysis, creating contracts that
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management.
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HURTADO ZIMMERMAN SC, COUNSELORS AT LAW
10700 Research Drive, Suite 4
Wauwatosa, WI 53226
Ph: 414.727.6250 | Fx: 414.727.6247
www.hurtadozimmerman.com
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JANET JOHNSON

SHEILA A. MILLAR

LAURA K. SCHILLING, JD, CPA, CSA & CFP®

Criminal Defense Attorney

ADVERTISING & PROMOTION, PRIVACY, DATA
SECURITY AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Janet Johnson is committed to
aggressively defending people
accused inSheila
all criminalMillar
matters in
counsels corporate
state and federal court. In practice
since 1994,
is a member of clients on adverandsheassociation
the Florida Bar, The Federal Bar, The
Colorado Bar, as well as the Florida
tising, privacy, product safety, and
Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers. She has been on the faculty
other
public
policy
of the FACDL
“Blood,
Breath &
Tears” and regulatory
annual DUI seminar. Ms. Johnson
issues. She works with
appearscompliance
as a legal commentator
on CNN, HLN, GMA, Fox News. She
has been
awardedto
thenavigate
very highest the array of fedclients
possible rating, the AV preeminent
rating from
and
eralMartindale-Hubbell
and state requirements
related
was named a fellow to the prestigious
Litigation Counsel of America.

Janet Johnson is
committed to aggressively
defending people accused
in all criminal matters in
state and federal court.
In practice since 1994,

®

she is a member of the

®

Florida Bar, The Federal

to contests and sweepstakes. Ms.

Millar has special expertise in all areas related to the
Bar, The Colorado Bar, as well as3219
theAtlantic Blvd., Jacksonville,
FL 32207
904.634.8991 | janetejohnsonlaw.com
sale, advertising and marketing of children’s products,

Florida Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers. She has been on the faculty
of the FACDL “Blood, Breath & Tears”

annual DUI seminar. Ms. Johnson appears

and has appeared at Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
workshops on advertising literacy and children’s privacy.
Ms. Millar is a vice chair of the International
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ESTATE ATTORNEY & WEALTH MANAGER
Laura K. Schilling founded both
Laura K. Schilling, Esq., CPA and
CSA®, Estate Innovations, LLC,
and Financial Innovations, LLC.
Laura is licensed to practice law in
both Georgia and Florida. Laura
has been named in Georgia Trend
Magazine as part of its Legal Elite
for her legal work in taxes, estates,
and trusts. She has also been
named as a five time Five Star
Wealth Manager Award winner by
Atlanta magazine. Laura has been
published in Forbes magazine
as well as other magazines such as Best Self Atlanta.
She also has taught a class for Bisk education for CPAs.
Clients benefit from Laura’s legal, accounting, and
financial planning expertise. This diverse background
enables her to review a client’s financial situation from
many different perspectives.
Laura holds a BBA degree in accounting from Emory
University and a J.D. from the Georgia State University
College of Law, where she graduated cum laude.
Laura has served on the board of directors of the
Brookhaven Boys and Girls Club and is active in
numerous civic and community organizations. She is
a member of the Georgia Society of CPAs, American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), and
the Georgia and Florida Bar Associations.
Laura is well known for her active referral network
of business professionals, enabling her to link clients,
friends, and colleagues to valuable resources and
services they need.
A native of Long Island, NY, Laura has lived in Atlanta
for over 25 years. She is active in both her children’s
lives, and enjoys museums, travel, and cultural events.

preeminent rating from Martindale-

environmental marketing. She is a frequent speaker

Hubbell ® and was named a fellow to the

and author, and is AV® Preeminent™ Rated by

prestigious Litigation Counsel of America.

Martindale-Hubbell.

Securities offered through Triad Advisors, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Financial Innovations, LLC. Financial Innovations, LLC is not
affiliated with Triad Advisors, Inc.

LAW OFFICE
OF JACQUELINE
GOODMAN
JANET
E. JOHNSON,
P.A.
2201 East Chapman
CRIMINAL
DEFENSEAvenue
ATTORNEY
Fullerton,
CA Blvd.
92831
3219
Atlantic
Ph: 714.879.5770
Jacksonville,
FL 32207
toll 904.634.8991
free: 800.515.0233
Ph:
www.californiadefenselawyer.net
janetejohnsonlaw.com

KELLER AND HECKMAN LLP
1001 G Street NW
Suite 500 West
Washington, DC 20001
Ph: 202.434.4100 | Fx: 202.434.4646
www.khlaw.com

LAURA K. SCHILLING, ESQ., CPA, CSA®
Estate Innovations, LLC and Financial Innovations, LLC
6111 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Suite F101
Atlanta, Georgia 30328
Ph: 404.458.0065 | Fx: 404.393.3063
laura@estateinnovations.biz | www.financialinnovations.biz
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DAWN B. DEBOER

DIVORCE AND FAMILY LAW
DAWN B. DeBOER has devoted
the last 29 years to family law and
related issues. She graduated
magna cum laude from James
Madison University and received
her Juris Doctorate degree from
the University of Richmond School
of Law.
Ms. DeBoer has been named a
Virginia Business Legal Elite for more than ten years,
and a SuperLawyer. She was appointed Commissioner
in Chancery to assist Courts in overseeing equity
matters, including divorce trials.
Ms. DeBoer aggressively represents her clients on
divorce, custody, support, and equitable distribution
of property. She handles partnership and business
valuations, and complicated marital estates. She
strives to obtain a good result for her clients without
the necessity of litigation. However, when the matter
demands Court involvement, she fiercely advocates for
her client’s rights, utilizing her skills to zealously represent
her clients. Ms. DeBoer’s goal is financial security for her
clients and the best interests of the children.

KAHBO DYE-CHIEW

WOMEN LEADERS IN THE LAW

SUSAN BOGART

IMMIGRATION LAW

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL

KahBo Dye-Chiew is an
immigration attorney in Honolulu,
Hawaii. During her 25 years of
experience in this field she has
earned the respect and admiration of her peers and her clients.
KahBo has been selected by
her peers for inclusion in The
Best Lawyers in America in the
field of Immigration Law annually
since 2006. She was named Best
Lawyers® 2014 Immigration Law
“Lawyer of the Year” in Honolulu.
She has been consistently named one of Hawaii’s
best immigration lawyers by Honolulu Magazine. Her
law firm, established in 2008, has also been identified
as a Tier I firm in Honolulu, Hawaii for Immigration
Practice by U.S. News – Best Lawyers. KahBo was
elected to serve as Chair of the Hawaii Chapter of
the American Immigration Lawyers Association. She
has been invited to make numerous presentations
related to immigration law to the Hawaii Employers
Council, the University of Hawaii, Hawaii Pacific
University, and other professional, religious and
community organizations.
An immigrant from Malaysia who initially entered
the United States as an international student, she
is dedicated and committed to helping her clients
realize their own dream of working and living in the
United States. KahBo notes, “I am honored to have
the opportunity to represent so many clients who
have made and will continue to make unique and
amazing contributions to the United States.”

The Law Offices of Susan Bogart
provides personalized representation to business and government leaders and managers and
licensed professionals, including
senior level executives, officers,
directors, shareholders, partners,
medical and healthcare professionals. Clients seek
the firm’s counsel when they need a high level of
experience in complex litigation in the federal and
state courts in civil and criminal matters. Ms. Bogart
has many years of successful, high- profile, complex
trial, investigative and appellate experience including
as a former federal prosecutor, white-collar criminal
defense and in employment laws including discrimination and laws governing the duties of board members, officers and directors. The firm also negotiates
employment agreements, severance packages and
related documents.

LAW OFFICES OF DEANNA D. COOK, P.C.
4101 Cox Road, Suite 300
Glen Allen, VA 23060
Phone: (804) 273-6415
Fax: (804) 273-6419
www.deannacookdivorcelaw.com

LAW OFFICES OF KAHBO DYE-CHIEW
City Financial Tower
201 Merchant Street, Suite 2302
Honolulu, HI 96813
Ph: 808.542.5572
kdyechiew@gmail.com
www.immigration-hawaii.com

LAW OFFICES OF SUSAN BOGART
Three First National Plaza
70 West Madison St., Ste. 1400
Chicago, IL 60602
Ph: 312.214.3271 | Fx: 866.567.1199
sbogart@susanbogart.com | www.susanbogart.com

JANETTE G. LEONIDOU

ELIZABETH A. HORAN, ESQ.,

FLORENCE J. MURRAY

CONSTRUCTION

Janette G. Leonidou is a
recognized construction litigator.
A practicing attorney for more
than two decades, she has been
selected as a California Super
Lawyer each year since 2009. She
has also enjoyed MartindaleHubbell’s AV Preeminent rating
since the late 1990s.
Ms. Leonidou has litigated
countless construction disputes relating to complex
public and commercial works. The types of projects
involved in the matters she handles include highrise buildings, hospitals, auditoriums, pipelines,
waste water treatment plants, highways, schools and
museums.
Her no-nonsense and creative approach has
yielded multi-million-dollar results for her plaintiff
clients and complete, no dollar paid defense results
for clients against whom claims have been made.
She is a highly sought after lecturer on construction
issues and has served as President of the Board of the
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County and on the
governing board for the Fund for Justice Endowment.
Ms. Leonidou is a 1991 graduate of U.C. Hastings
College of the Law, where she also was a teacher’s
assistant and worked as an extern for the Ninth Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals.
LEONIDOU & ROSIN
777 Cuesta Drive, Suite 200
Mountain View, CA 94040
Ph: 650.691.2888 | Fx: 650.691.2889
www.lrconstructionlaw.com
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MEDICAL MALPRACTICE DEFENSE,
TRUSTS, ESTATES, AND ELDER LAW

CIVIL RIGHTS LITIGATION AND PERSONAL
INJURY LITIGATION

Elizabeth A. Horan, Esq., a

Florence J. Murray is a partner

founding member of McHenry,

at

Horan & Pilatsky, PLLC, (1983)

plaintiff law firm in the U.S.; Murray

of Oyster Bay, NY is an AV rated

& Murray Co., L.P.A. Located in

attorney. The firm specializes in

Sandusky, Ohio, the firm handles

civil litigation, defending medical

cases throughout Ohio in both

professionals and facilities and

state and federal courts, as well as

represents both plaintiffs and

national class actions. Along with

defendants in other areas of

her father, brothers, sister, and

General Liability. Graduating with honors from Vassar

four cousins, Florence is a civil trial attorney dedicated

College, she received her J.D. from Hofstra Law
School. She is admitted to the New York State Bar
and multiple districts of the Federal Court system.
She has successfully tried cases in the 5 downstate
counties of New York and in Dutchess and Albany
Counties. She has authored appellate briefs and has
successfully argued before the Appellate Divisions
in New York State. Elizabeth lectures on a variety
of litigation topics at National, State and local Bar
Associations and multiple medical seminars.

She

has an interest in Elder Law and Estate Planning. Ms.
Horan is bilingual in English and Spanish.
MCHENRY, HORAN & PILATSKY, PLLC
255 South Street
Oyster Bay, NY 11771

Ph: 516.921.2525
Fx: 516.921.5697
www.mchplaw.com

the

largest

family-owned

to helping the injured.
With Masters Degrees in both Special Education
and Business, Florence is particularly well qualified
for some of the more unique cases that she handles.
She handles cases involving injuries caused from
civil rights violations, including of educational rights
for special needs students; sexual crimes committed
against children; trucking and other motor vehicle
collisions; and, negligent hiring. She also handles railroad injuries and wrongful termination cases.
Rated an AV Preeminent attorney by MartindaleHubbell, Florence has also been designated a Rising
Star by Super Lawyers for three consecutive years.
MURRAY & MURRAY CO., L.P.A.
111 East Shoreline Drive
Sandusky, OH 44870
Ph: 419.624.3000
Fx: 419.624.0707
www.murrayandmurray.com
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WOMEN LEADERS IN THE LAW

PATRICIA C. FOSTER

SECURITIES & INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT
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PATRICIA KAY DUBE

BETH POLNER ABRAHAMS

GENERAL CIVIL LITIGATION AND
INSURANCE MATTERS

ELDER LAW AND ELDER CARE/
GUARDIANSHIP MEDIATION

Patricia C. Foster, Esq. PLLC
Patricia Kay Dube has 36 years

Foster is a graduate of Syracuse University (B.A., M.A.)

of Texas with Burt Barr & Associates, LLP out of the

and the Syracuse University College of Law (J.D.).

firm’s offices in Dallas and Houston, Texas.

Beth Polner Abrahams is owner
of the Polner Abrahams Law Firm.
Her practice focuses on elder
law, Medicaid planning, estate
and special needs planning,
guardianship proceedings, and
mediation of elder care and
guardianship disputes. Beth was
admitted to the New York State
Bar in 1982; she received her
mediation training with, inter alia,
the American Arbitration Association (Mediation) and
Elder Decisions.
Beth is an active member of the New York State Bar
Elder Law and Special Needs Section, serving as cochair of the Mediation Committee, and helping launch
the Nassau County Bar Association’s pilot project
for mediation of contested New York guardianship
disputes. She is a member of the Nassau Bar
Association’s Alternative Dispute Resolution, Trusts
& Estates, and Elder Law Committees, and the New
York State Bar’s Dispute Resolution and Trusts and
Estate Sections. She is currently Chair of the Advisory
Council for Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee,
a civil legal services program for low income persons.
In 2009, Beth was recognized for pro bono civil legal
work by the New York State Bar Elder Law and Special
Needs Section.

PATRICIA C. FOSTER, ESQ. PLLC
170 Van Voorhis Road
Pittsford, NY 14534
Ph: 585.387.9000
pcfoster@investmentlawny.com | www.investmentlawny.com

PATRICIA KAY DUBE, P.C. | BURT BARR & ASSOCIATES, LLP
203 East Colorado Blvd., Dallas, TX 75203
Ph: 214.943.0012 | 713.225.2297
Fx: 214.943.0048
pkdube@bbarr.com | www.burtbarr.com

POLNER ABRAHAMS LAW FIRM
350 Old Country Road, Suite 101
Garden City, NY 11530
Ph: 516.741.9175
Beth@BPAbrahamsLaw.com | www.bpaelderlaw.com

REGINA FOLEY

RENÉE K. GUCCIARDO

provides

comprehensive

legal

services to the financial services
industry. The firm’s clients include
registered

investment

advisers,

of experience in handling general
civil complex litigation in federal and
states courts and arbitration proceedings in areas that include com-

broker-dealers and mutual funds.

mercial litigation, products liabil-

This boutique firm provides guid-

ity, construction defect, professional

ance on complex regulatory mat-

malpractice, employment, maritime

ters with an emphasis on gover-

and transportation, insurance dis-

nance, compliance and risk management. The firm

putes and subrogation litigation.

assists clients in the development of corporate compliance programs based on a comprehensive risk assessment process, and provides guidance in connection

Her practice includes handling of excess and reinsurance
matters, negotiation of insurance contracts and manuscript provisions, negotiating complex cost sharing agreements, and related insurance matters on a domestic and

with regulatory examinations. Ms. Foster assisted the

international basis. She has experience in the London

National Society of Compliance Professionals (NSCP) in

market and has represented foreign underwriters in evalu-

the development of its Certified Securities Compliance

ation and supervision of product liability claims of recog-

Professional (CSCP®) program, and is a recipient of the

nized international corporations throughout the world.

CSCP® designation. Ms. Foster frequently writes and
speaks on issues relating to the investment management industry, and is a member of the Editorial Board
of Practical Compliance and Risk Management for the
Securities Industry, a Wolters Kluwer publication. Ms.
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MEDICAL MALPRACTICE, BIRTH INJURIES

Ms.

Dube

has

consistently

Women Lawyers for over 15 years.
Ms. Dube currently practices throughout the state
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FAMILY LAW

multitude of ways, Regina Foley is

with The Gucciardo Law Firm,

negligence. No matter the nature of
the complex civil litigation, whether

AV

been a member of the Bar Register of Preeminent

Renée K. Gucciardo, Attorney,

passionate advocate for victims of

rated

for ethical standards legal ability since 1987. She has

Serving others through law in a
an accomplished attorney and a

been

Preeminent – Peer Review by Martindale-Hubbell

PLLC, leads a team of legal professionals who are dedicated to
resolving family conﬂicts as ami-

it is medical malpractice, product

cably as possible and provides

liability, trucking accidents or other

personalized attention to each

forms of negligence, Ms. Foley has

case pertaining to Divorce with

an exceptional track record in helping her clients. She

minor children, Divorce without minor children, Cus-

was named a “Super Lawyer—Rising Star” by Philadelphia Magazine in 2005, 2006 and 2007 and a “Super
Lawyer” since 2011.

tody, Parenting Time, Child Support, and Step-parent Adoptions. Ms. Gucciardo has vast experience as

Women
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Law
in the

®

2015
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ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES

GABE BELLOVIN
LAURA GUNAWAN
ULEI KOU
BRIDGET MCDONALD
M A R C Y PA L A C I O S
GEORGE SCHWIMMER

Giving back and involvement in the community are

a Prosecutor, which has led to a solid foundation with

part of Ms. Foley’s fabric. She is a volunteer with the

lawyers and judges. Renée is professionally affiliated

Support Center for Child Advocates and has continu-

with the Michigan State Bar Association, The MBA

ally maintained active cases for over 10 years.

Family Law Section, The Oakland County Bar Asso-

SR. GRAPHIC DESIGNER

ciation and the Institute for Continuing Legal Educa-

ASHLEE REDD

Ms. Foley is active with the Philadelphia Bar Association, serving as Chair of the Solo, Small and Mid-Size
Firm Committee and is a member of the State Civil
Litigation Section, Women in the Profession, Medical-

tion. In 2014 and 2015 Ms. Gucciardo was awarded
the prestigious Super Lawyer designation. She has

Legal and Professional Responsibility Committees as

also been listed in the Marquise Who’s Who list of

well as the Long Range Advisory Council.

Legal Professionals.

RAYNES MCCARTY
1845 Walnut Street, 20th Floor
Philadelphia PA 19103
Ph: 1.215.568.6190
Toll-Free: 1.800.535.1797
rmfoley@raynesmccarty.com

THE GUCCIARDO LAW FIRM, PLLC
30700 Telegraph Rd., Suite 1580
Bingham Farms, MI 48025
Ph: (248) 723-5190
Fx: (248) 723-5193
www.gucciardofamilylaw.com
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